






pounds, nearly 250 pounds bigger than the all-tackle-record 

black marlin. Both catches were disquali� ed as of� cial 

world records, so Tommy would be consoled by the fact that 

the blue marlin all-tackle record remains in the Atlantic.

 Gifford understood that as youngsters we were happy 

with almost anything tugging on our lines. Still, he liked 

to � re our imagination with stories about a monstrous 

denizen of the deep that feeds on sea buoys encrusted with 

barnacles and swims around with so many broken lines and 

lures, the angler who catches him will be able to open his 

own tackle shop. Whenever one of us cast to a barracuda or 

amberjack lurking by a buoy and snagged the buoy instead, 

Tommy would shout, “You’ve hooked ole Brunosewampus-

cat!” When our line popped or the snagged lure pulled free, 

Tommy would commiserate, “Did you lose him? Well, better 

luck next time.”

 Had I caught the Brunosewampuscat, I’d have sought 

recognition for the catch from the International Game Fish 

Association. The IGFA and I were born in the same year, 

and in the 1970s, after I became a regular contributor to 

Field & Stream, I was in� uential in having that magazine’s 

freshwater � shing records transferred to the IGFA so 

it could become the sole arbiter and custodian of all

 “fair-caught” angling records. In that same decade, IGFA 

president, Elwood Harry, began attending � shery manage-

ment conferences around the world. His participation gave 

credibility to the word “International” in his organization’s 

name. Elwood also spent countless hours with Dick Stroud, 

Frank Carleton, Chris Weld, and me in Washington, D.C., 

trying to get “biocrats” at the National Marine Fisheries 

Service to do their jobs. We suffered more defeats than 

celebrated victories, but Elwood established a precedent 

for the IGFA to play a major role in marine conservation. 

The seas are in sorry shape today compared to what they 

were half a century ago, but that they’re not in worse shape 

is due to IGFA-af� liated sportsmen throughout the world 

using their collective clout to make a difference.    
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