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Mother Goose Is Back – Bigger and Better Than Ever!
Seymour, CT, July 31, 2007 – In September, the Greenwich Workshop Press will publish what is undoubtedly one of the best-illustrated versions of Mother Goose in decades.  Favorite Nursery Rhymes from Mother Goose is a 100-page celebration of the best-known and best-loved nursery rhymes from Scott Gustafson, one of America’s best-known living illustrators.  Gustafson’s 2003 book Classic Fairy Tales is a best-seller among children’s book retailers with 70,000 copies in print.  Gustafson’s Mother Goose captures the wit, whimsy and character of these charming tales in a volume that will be treasured by children and illustrated book lovers of all ages. Gustafson’s unique style plays on themes real and imagined in each nursery rhyme’s two-page spread.  
Visit www.greenwichworkshop.com/mothergoose to see pages from the book.
The artistic potential of nursery rhymes has inspired artist Scott Gustafson for most of his career.   The unique combination of brevity, fun and fantasy inherent in nursery rhymes inspires him as does the creative rhythms of language and the remarkable staying power of nursery rhymes.

From nonsense to lessons learned, the 45 rhymes range from the universally known (Itsy Bitsy Spider, Peter Piper, Little Jack Horner, Three Blind Mice and Little Boy Blue) to the somewhat familiar (Hickety, Pickety, Little Tommy Tittlemouse, The North Winds).  Gustafson’s fantastic illustrations play on themes both real and imagined in each verse.

Nursery rhymes are classic and so are some of the artist’s interpretations, but many paintings are surprises, such as the Pat-a-Cake baking bear, a pelican sea captain and Peter Piper imagined as a pug on his hind legs.  In this world, The Crooked Man is not a hunch-backed elder but rather a mad-cap, double-jointed dandy whose crookedness may be seen in more ways than one.  Jack be Nimble appears as a leaping cricket and Yankee Doodle Dandy rides to the day as a fun loving chipmunk on a full-sized horse.

About the Artist
Scott Gustafson found his first artistic inspiration in Disney and Warner Brothers cartoons as well as in a copy of The Boy’s King Arthur.  The teenaged Gustafson’s imagination was fueled by the level of detail, color and vibrancy he saw in NC Wyeth’s illustrations.  While studying illustration at the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts and Columbia College in Illinois, he continued to seek out illustrations by Wyeth as well as those of Arthur Rackman, Norman Rockwell and Maxfield Parrish.  His classical, opulent approach to illustration elicited an immediate response and soon his work appeared in magazines, including the Saturday Evening Post.  He has illustrated such classics as The Night Before Christmas, The Nutcracker and Peter Pan, as well as original titles, Alphabet Soup (an ABC book), Animal Orchestra (a counting book) and Classic Fairy Tales, which won the Chesley Award for best interior book illustration from the Association of Fiction and Fantasy Artists.

About The Greenwich Workshop, Inc.
The Greenwich Workshop® Inc. is a leading publisher of limited edition fine art prints and canvases, three dimensional art and visual books.  Headquartered in Seymour, CT, The Greenwich Workshop, through its authorized network of more than 1,200 art and framing retailers in North America, represents more than 50 leading artists such as Howard Terpning and Morgan Weistling.  Established in 1972 by the late David Usher, the company’s mission is to enhance the quality of people’s lives through high quality, affordable art.   For information on other Greenwich Workshop artists please visit us online at www.greenwichworkshop.com.
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