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The Art of Emotion Captured in Realistic Watercolors

Seymour, CT, July 31, 2007 – In November, the Greenwich Workshop Press will publish Moving On: The Art of Steve Hanks, the most extensive collection of celebrated watercolorist Steve Hanks’ work in over 10 years.  Known for his mastery of the technically demanding field of realistic watercolor figure painting, Hanks’ astonishing realism comes from a skillful control of washes, edges and layers and his knowledge of the properties of water and pigment.

Visit www.greenwichworkshop.com/movingon to see pages from the book.
The works in Moving On are informed by the emotional drama of the artist’s own life.  After his divorce in the 1990s, Hanks began a series of paintings about emotional healing.  The paintings in this series are both deeply personal in their symbolism of the artist’s own life and universal in their emotion and experience.   

Hanks’ watercolors are infused with emotion and a kind of poetry formed by light and shadow.  He often paints what he refers to as “moments of introspective solitude” with deep respect for the privacy of the individual lost in reflection.  Each painting holds a mystery that is also a personal story about the artist as he expresses his own emotional unfolding through art.  J. Brooks Joyner, now former Gilcrease Museum Director described two of Hanks’ paintings as “astounding compositions, masterpieces of drawing and paint… They may be the most evocative watercolor paintings by an American artist of our time.”

Hanks paints what he lives.  Endemic to his body of work, the study of the figure is primary—and no where is this more evident than in his nudes.  Through his mastery of composition, shadow and light, his figures emerge from the paper fully formed, unique and mysterious.  The emotional impact of these detailed and highly realistic paintings is undeniable.  Whatever the subject—children, family, women, nudes, landscape, moving water or textile patterns—the paintings are also about light and shadow and reflect a personal challenge, pain or joy of the artist.

About the Artist
Steve Hanks studied for a year at the San Francisco Academy of Arts and received his Bachelors of Fine Arts from the California College of Arts and Crafts during the explosive sixties.  His classes in figure drawing formed a foundation he has drawn on his entire career.  He has twice won the Arts for the Parks Marine Art Award of Excellence and has been one of the Arts for the Parks top 100 artists since 1989.  He received the National Watercolor Society Merit Award and a Gold Medal from the National Academy of Western Art and was named Artist of the Year at the Pacific Rim Show in Seattle in 1999.  Since 1993 he has been one of US Art magazine’s top ten American artists.

About The Greenwich Workshop, Inc.
The Greenwich Workshop® Inc. is a leading publisher of limited edition fine art prints and canvases, three dimensional art and visual books.  Headquartered in Seymour, CT, The Greenwich Workshop, through its authorized network of more than 1,200 art and framing retailers in North America, represents more than 50 leading artists such as Howard Terpning and Morgan Weistling.  Established in 1972 by the late David Usher, the company’s mission is to enhance the quality of people’s lives through high quality, affordable art.   For information on other Greenwich Workshop artists please visit us online at www.greenwichworkshop.com.
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